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Question :   What   are   the   things   you   are   in   need   of   -   what   are   you   pursuing?   

Have   you   analyzed   that   question   lately?   Is   that   the   *right*   thing   to   be   in   pursuit   of?   

  
Leviticus   1:3   

 ִאם־ֹעלָה   ��ּבָנֹו   ִמן־ַהּבָ�ר   זָכָר   ָּתִמים   י���יבֶּנּו   ֶאל־ּפֶת�ח   ֹאֶהל   מֹועֵד   י���יב   ֹאתֹו   לִ�ֹצנֹו   לִפְנ�י   י�הו�ה׃  

If   one’s   offering   is   an    Olah    (burnt;   rising;   elevated)   offering   from   the   herd,   one   

shall   make   their   offering   a   male   without   blemish.   They   shall   bring   it   to   the   

entrance   of   the   Tent   of   Meeting,   for   acceptance   on   their   behalf   before   the   LORD.   

  

  
If   one’s   offering   is   an   Olah   …   it   will   be   brought   for   acceptance   before   God   -     

“If   one   elevates,   one’s   offers   themselves”   ,   if   a   person   desires   to   raise   oneself   up   from   a   

lowly    madrega    (spiritual   state),   to   raise   themselves   up   and   transcend   -   “be   brought   for   

acceptance   before   God”   ,   one   should   bring   their   own   desires   before   God.     

- The   Maggid   of   Medzeritch,   Dov   Ber   ben   Avraham   ,   d.   1772   



  
  

One   time,   on   a   cold   winter’s   night,   Czar   Napoleon   laid   in   a   tent   with   his   conscripts   on   

the   ground,   covered   in   many   blankets.   He   became   very   thirsty   for   water,   but   because   of   

the   cold   he   was   loathe   to   get   out   from   under   the   blankets,   until   he   said   to   himself   -   ‘if   

this   is   so,   you   are   a   lazy   man,   Napoleon,   and   what   makes   you   better   than   others?’   

Immediately   he   jumped   up   from   his   prone   position   and   went   into   the   field   to   the   place   of   

the   water   barrel.     

When   he   got   there,   he   thought:   ‘For   just   a   little   water   I   struggled   as   such   and   was   

unable   to   overcome   my   thirst?   If   so,   how   am   I   better   than   all   other   mortals?’   He   did   not   

drink   and   immediately   returned   to   his   bed.     

"This   story   I   call   ‘The   Breaking   of   Desire’”.   

- The   Seer   of   Lublin,    Yaakov   Yitzchak   HaLevi   Horowitz   ,   d.   1815   



Leviticus   5:26   

 ו�כִּפֶר   עָלָיו   ַהֹּכֵהן   לִפְנ�י   י�הו�ה   ו�נ�ְסלַח   לֹו   עַל־ַאַחת   ִמֹּכל   אֲֶׁשר־י�עֲֶׂשה   לְַאְׁשָמה   בָּה׃   (פ)  

The   priest   shall   make   expiation   on   his   behalf   before   the   LORD,   and   he   shall   be   

forgiven   for   whatever   he   may   have   done   to   draw   blame   thereby.   

  
  

  

The   ‘Maor   V’Shemesh’   ( Kalonymus   Kalman   Halevi   Epstein,   1753-1825)   in   the   name   of   

the   Holy   Rabbi   R’   Mendele   of   Rimanov   (Menachem   Mendel   Torem   of   Rimanov,   

1745-1815)   brought   the   custom   that   when   the   Torah   portion   of   parshat   Vayikra   was   

concluded:   “ L’ash’ma   Bah   -    blame   thereby”,     in   order   to   not   conclude   the   parsha   on   a   

bad   note,   his   congregation   would   get   up   and   call   out   loudly    ‘L’el   Asher   SHabbat   Mikol   

Ha’ma’asim   B’yom   Ha’shvi’i    -   To   God,   who   completed   the   work   of   creation   on   the   

seventh   day 1 ’   -   is   an   acronym   of    L’ash’ma   Bah.     

And   I   saw   one   of   the   great   rabbis   hold   by   this   custom,   for   the   purpose   of   resting   on   

Shabbat   is   to    return    the   act   of   creation   to   the   One   That   Fashioned   The   Creation   (The   

Yotzer   Bereshit ).   For   God   created   the   universe   and   gave   the   earth   to   humans   ‘to   till   and   

to   tend’   (Genesis   2),   “and   the   earth   I   have   given   to   mortals”   (Psalm   115:16),   and   on   

Shabbat   it   is   returned   by   the   people   Israel   to   its   creator,   to   make   us   aware   that   all   of   the   

creation   is   a   part   of   God.     

1  Siddur   Sim   Shalom   pg   109,   Shabbat   morning   prayer   immediately   after   El   Adon   and   before   Ahavah   
Rabbah   



However,   one   that   swears   falsely,   they   deny   that   the   Holy   One   Blessed   Be   -   Kadosh   

Baruch   Hu   -   God   is   the   Creator,   God   is   the   Fashioner,   and   that   everything   of   God   is   

blessed.   Thus,   when   one   does    teshuvah,    and   pays   the   penalty   price   of   a   fifth   and   brings   

an    Asham    offering,   thus   atonement   is   done   for   them   by   the   Kohen   and   they   are   forgiven   

…    To   God,   who   completed   the   work   of   creation   on   the   seventh   day.   

- Pele   Yoetz,   Rabbi   Eliezer   Papo,   Silistra,   Ottoman   Bulgaria   (1785–1828)   


