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Question: How do you shield yourself from harmful inputs and negative influences?
Deuteronomy 16:18

ֹשׁפְטִים ו ֹשׁ ְט ים ִתּתֶּן־לְ בְּכָל־ ְשׁעָ י אֲשֶׁר יהוה ֱא הֶי נֹתן לְ לִ ְשׁבָטֶי ו ָשׁפְטוּ אֶת־ ָהעָם
ִמ ְשׁפַּט־צֶ ק׃
You shall appoint magistrates and officials for your tribes, in all the
settlements/gates that the LORD your God is giving you, and they shall govern the
people with due justice.

Why does the text put together Parashat Shoftim with the section (parasha) of the
Festivals, which is at the end of the previous parasha?
Because the section of the Festivals also includes the mitzvah of tzedakah: that one
needs to rejoice with the Ger, the orphan and the widow.
Behold, everywhere that the text mentions righteousness, it also mentions justice.
[For example]: “...to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is just and right…”
(Genesis 18:19); and so too “You who worked righteous judgment in Jacob.” (Psalms
99:4)
This is because, in a place where there is no justice, there is a fear that the property
came to them by way of theft: the robbing of the poor and the groaning of the beggars.

And, in this way, righteousness would not be considered meaningful of anything, since
the property would have come into their hand by way of a transgression.
Therefore, there is a need for righteousness and justice to be together. And so, it is the
intention to mention here the matter of righteousness, and also to remind about the
matter of justice.
-

Likutei Yehudah, Rabbi Yehuda Aryeh Leibel Heine, (1894 - 1954)

By way of what the sages say in the midrash on the verse, “I will betroth you with
righteousness and justice, And with goodness and mercy,” that The Holy One Blessed
Be provides chesed (kindness) and rachamim (compassion) and we provide
righteousness and justice.

And in this manner we establish the covenant of an engagement between the two sides.
And here, (in this text) God pours out: for us with God’s abundant compassion, and for
the earth much kindness. And God gave us great cities and houses full of goodness.
And thus it is upon us to bring righteousness and justice into our nation.

And this verse, “You shall appoint magistrates and officials for your tribes, in all the
settlements…” expresses the kindness of and compassion of God. And also that you do
your part - and judge the people with righteous justice.
-

Hatam Sofer, Moses Schreiber (1762–1839) Pressburg, Germany

You shall appoint magistrates and officials in all your gates There are seven gates to the soul (Sefer Yetzirah - Book of Creation). The gates are:
two ears, two eyes, two nostrils, and the mouth - whose ways are to pass the external
impressions into the midst of the person. And about this the verse states: “You shall
appoint magistrates and officials for your tribes, in all the settlements.” So, pay attention
that loathing and profanity doesn’t pass by the way of these gates. The ears shouldn’t
hear defamation and profanity, the eyes shouldn’t see evil and the mouth shouldn’t
speak perverseness.
-

Shnei Luchot Habrit , the She”lah, Rabbi Yeshayahu ben Avraham
Horowitz, (1555 – 1630)

You shall appoint magistrates and officials for you L’cha - to you, to yourself. Before you judge yourself, say something nice about yourself.
And, with the same measure of merit that you assess yourself, do the same for others.
Don’t be lenient about yourself and strict with others. Forgive and be lenient with
yourself, and be sure that with others, you are not splitting hairs and requiring from them
what you are not requiring from yourself. “B’Chol Sh’arecha - In all your gates” - In all
your assessments and measures of yourself.
-

Toldot Ya’akov Yosef, Rabbi Jacob Joseph of Polonne, (1710–1784)

