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Question    -   When   in   our   lives   must   we   destroy   something   in   order   to   advance?   When   
have   you   done   that   in   your   life?   
  
  

Exodus   33:18-23   
  

 ו�ֹּיאַמר   ַה�ֵאנ�י   נ�א   ֶאת־ּכְֹב��׃  

He   said,   “Oh,   let   me   behold   Your   Presence!”   

 ו�ֹּיאֶמר   אֲנ�י   ַאעֲבִיר   ּכָל־טּובִי   עַל־ּפָנ�י�   ו���את�י   בְֵׁשם   י�הו�ה   לְפָנ�י�   ו�ַחֹּנת�י   ֶאת־אֲֶׁשר   ָאֹחן   ו��ַחְמִּתי  
 ֶאת־אֲֶׁשר   אֲ�ֵחם׃  

And   He   answered,   “I   will   make   all   My   goodness   pass   before   you,   and   I   will   
proclaim   before   you   the   name   LORD,   and   the   grace   that   I   grant   and   the   
compassion   that   I   show.   

 ו�ֹּיאֶמר   �א   תּוכַל   לִ�ֹאת   ֶאת־ּפָנ�י   ּכִי   �א־י��ַאנ�י   ָהָא�ם   ו�ָחי׃  

But,”   He   said,   “you   cannot   see   My   face,   for   man   may   not   see   Me   and   live.”   

 ו�ֹּיאֶמר   י�הו�ה   ִהּנֵה   ָמקֹום   ִאִּתי   ו�נ�ּצַבְּתָ   עַל־ַהּצּור׃  

And   the   LORD   said,   “See,   there   is   a   place   near   Me.   Station   yourself   on   the   rock   

 ו�ָהי�ה   ּבַעֲֹבר   ּכְֹב�י   ו�ַׂשְמִּתי�   ּבְנ���ת   ַהּצּור   ו�ַׂשֹּכת�י   כַּפִי   עָלֶי�   עַד־עָבְ�י׃  

and,   as   My   Presence   passes   by,   I   will   put   you   in   a   cleft   of   the   rock   and   shield   you   
with   My   hand   until   I   have   passed   by.   

 ו�ֲהִס�ת�י   ֶאת־ַּכִּפי   ו��ִאית�   ֶאת־ֲאֹח�י   ּוָפנ�י   �א   י��אּו׃   (ס)  

Then   I   will   take   My   hand   away   and   you   will   see   My   back;   but   My   face   must   
not   be   seen.”   

  
  
  
  



  
  
  

1  Genesis   30:8     
 וַּתֹאֶמר   ָרֵחל    ַנְפּתּוֵלי    ֱא�ִהים   נְִפַּתְלִּתי   ִעם־ֲאחִֹתי   ַּגם־יָכְֹלִּתי   וִַּתְקָרא   ְׁשמֹו    ַנְפָּתִלי׃  

And   Rachel   said,   “A    fateful   contest*    I   waged   with   my   sister;   yes,   and   I   have   prevailed.”   So   she   named   
him    Naphtali .   

2  Talmud   Berachot   6a   -     
 ֲאַמר   ֵליּה   ַרב   נְַחָמן   ַּבר   יְִצָחק   ְלַרב   ִחּיָיא   ַּבר   ָאִבין:   ָהנֵי   ְּתִפיִּלין   ְּדָמֵרי   ָעְלָמא   ָמה   ְּכִתיב   ְּבהּו?   ֲאַמר   ֵליּה   ״ּוִמי   ְּכַעְּמ�   יְִׂשָרֵאל   ּגֹוי   ֶאָחד  

 ָּבָאֶרץ״.   …    ָאַמר   ֵליּה:   ״ִּכי   ִמי   גֹוי   ָּגדֹול״,   ״ּוִמי   ּגֹוי   ָּגדֹול״,   ״ַאְׁשֶרי�   יְִׂשָרֵאל״,   ״אֹו   ֲהנִָּסה   ֱא�ִהים״,   ״ּוְלִתְּת�   ֶעְליֹון״.  
  

Rav   Naḥman   bar   Yitzḥak   said   to   Rav   Ḥiyya   bar   Avin:   What   is   written   in   the   phylacteries   of   the   
Master   of   the   world?   Rav   Ḥiyya   bar   Avin   replied:    It   is   written:    “Who   is   like   Your   people,   Israel,   one   
nation   in   the   land?”    (I   Chronicles   17:21).   God’s   phylacteries   serve   to   connect   God,   in   a   sense,   to   the   
world,   the   essence   of   which   is   Israel.   …Rav   Ashi    said   to   him:    In   those   three   compartments   it   is   written:   
“For   who   is   a   great   nation,    to   whom   God   is   close,   like   the   Lord   our   God   whenever   we   call   upon   Him?”   
(Deuteronomy   4:7);   

Then   I   will   take   My   hand   away   and   you   

will   see   My   back;   but   My   face   must   not   
be   seen-     

It   is   taught   that   what   the    Kadosh   Baruch   

Hu    -   The   Holy   One   Blessed   Be   -   showed   

to   Moses   was   the   knot   in   God’s   tefillin.   

Tefillin   remind   us   of   cleaving   and   

attachment,   as   in   ‘I   was   Divinely   favored*   

by   Elohim’ 1 .   We   are   attached   to   the   KBH   

such   that   that   which   will   transpire   for   us   

will   not   separate   us   from   the   Divine.   And   

the   tefillin   of   the    Marei   Alma ,   the   Master   

of   the   World,   in   them   is   written 2    ‘For   who   

is   a   great   nation   (Berachot   6a);   meaning   

Hashem   Yisborach    sings   praises   to   

Israel,   that   they   connect   themselves   to   

 



  
  

God,   and   also    Hashem   Yisborach    is   

connected   to   them,   for   if   they   sin,   God   will   

not   disconnect   God’s   love   from   them.   

And   ‘My   face   I   will   not   show’   -   that   

Hashem   Yisboroch    which   is   shown   to   

Moses   is   all   that   was   done   in   the   past;   so   

that   it   was   clear   all   that   God   constructed   

of   this   was   made,   and   this   is   ‘And   I   will   

show   you   my   back’   -   the   past.     

  

And   ‘My   face   I   will   not   show’   is   the   

present,   which   God   does   not   reveal   to   

him,   for   they   are   about   to   receive   

punishment   at   God’s   hand,   and   God   

could   not   show   him   the   present   on   

account   of   the   wholeness   of   the   The   

People   Israel   -   as   it   teaches   -   things   that   

were   not   taught   to   Moses   we   taught   to   

Rabbi   Akiva,   as   it   is   said   ‘God’s   eyes   

behold   every   precious   thing.’   (Job   28:10).    

  

The   eyes   are   that   God   sees   the   tefillin,   

that   the   present   is   revealed   for   God   and   

God’s   heart   is   filled   with   Am   Yisrael,   and   

that   is   why   it   says   (Makkot   7)   ‘Rabbi   

Akiva   said   if   I   were   in   the   Sanhedrin   no   

 



  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

3Talmud   Makkot   7a     
 סנהדרין   נוהגת   בארץ   ובחוצה   לארץ   סנהדרין   ההורגת   אחד   בשבוע   נקראת   חובלנית   רבי   אליעזר   בן   עזריה   אומר   אחד   לשבעים  

 שנה   רבי   טרפון   ו רבי   עקיבא   אומרים   אילו   היינו   בסנהדרין   לא   נהרג   אדם   מעולם    רשב"ג   אומר   אף   הן   מרבין   שופכי   דמים  
 בישראל:  

The   mishna   continues:   The   mitzva   to   establish    a   Sanhedrin    with   the   authority   to   administer   capital   
punishments    is   in   effect    both    in   Eretz    Yisrael    and   outside   Eretz    Yisrael.    A   Sanhedrin   that   executes    a   
transgressor    once   in   seven   years   is   characterized    as    a   destructive    tribunal.   Since   the   Sanhedrin   
would   subject   the   testimony   to   exacting   scrutiny,   it   was   extremely   rare   for   a   defendant   to   be   executed.   
Rabbi   Elazar   ben   Azarya   says:    This   categorization   applies   to   a   Sanhedrin   that   executes   a   transgressor   
once   in   seventy   years.   Rabbi   Tarfon   and   

   Rabbi   Akiva   say:   If   we   had   been   members   of   the   Sanhedrin,   we   would   have   conducted   
trials   in   a   manner   whereby   no   person   would   have   ever   been   executed .     

Rabban   Shimon   ben   Gamliel   says:    In   adopting   that   approach,    they   too    would    increase    the   number   of   
murderers   among   the   Jewish   people.    The   death   penalty   would   lose   its   deterrent   value,   as   all   potential   
murderers   would   know   that   no   one   is   ever   executed.   

  

person   would   ever   be   executed 3 ,   for   he   

saw   that   constantly   the   heart   of   the   KBH   

is   filled   with   Am   Yisrael.   

- Mei   HaShiloach,   Rabbi  

Mordechai   Yosef   Leiner   of   

Ishbitz   ,   (1801-1854)   



Exodus   34:1   
  

 ו�ֹּיאֶמר   י�הו�ה   ֶאל־ֹמֶׁשה   ּפְָסל־לְ�   ְׁשנ�י־לֹֻחת   אֲבָנ�ים   ּכָ�אֹׁשנ�ים   ו�כָת�בְִּתי   עַל־ַהּלֹֻחת   ֶאת־ַהּדְבָ�ים   אֲֶׁשר  
 ָהיּו   עַל־ַהּלֹֻחת   ָה�אֹׁשנ�ים    ֲאֶׁשר   ִׁשַּב�ָּת׃  

The   LORD   said   to   Moses:   “Carve   two   tablets   of   stone   like   the   first,   and   I   will   
inscribe   upon   the   tablets   the   words   that   were   on   the   first   tablets,    which   you   
shattered.   

  

  



Torah   Temimah     

-   which   you   broke   -    The   KBH   said   to   Moses   ‘ asher   shibarta-    which   you   broke’   -   ‘ yasher   
koachecha   sheshibarta’    -   Good   job   that   you   broke   them!   This   is   to   teach   that   God   
approved   of   the   breaking   of   the   tablets.   (Shabbat   87a)   

-   which   you   broke   -    Resh   Lakish   said   Sometimes   the   nullification   of   Torah   is   its   
foundation,   as   it   is   written   ‘that   which   you   broke’.   It   is   taught   that   God   said   to   Moses   
‘‘ yasher   koachecha   sheshibarta’    -   Good   job   that   you   broke   them!’  

  


