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Genesis 18:26
ָ ֲו ַיּ ֹאמֶ ר י ְהו ָה אִ ם־אֶ מְ צָא בִסְ ד ֹם חֲ מִ שִּׁ ים צַדִּ יקִ ם בְּתוֹ הָ עִ יר וְנָשָׂ אתִ י ְלכָל־הַ מָּ קוֹם בַּע
בוּרם׃
And the LORD said: ‘If I find in Sodom fifty righteous amidst the city, then I will forgive
all the place for their sake.’

‘It is not enough for the righteous to park themselves on the benches of the Beit Midrash
- the house of study. Instead the righteous find themselves b’toch ha-ir - in the middle of
the city, mixed in with the people, inextricably involved in the actions of the world. This is
what a tzaddik is. As such, God will raise up and forgive the whole of the city on behalf
of their actions.’

-

Rabbi Simcha Bunim of Peshischa (1767-1827)

Exodus 2:11

ויהִי בַּיָּמִים ָההֵם ויִּג ְדּ ַל ֹמשֶׁה ויֵּצֵא אֶל־ ֶאחָיו ויּ ַ א בְּ ִסבְ תם ויּ ַ א אִישׁ ִמצְ י ַמכֶּה אִישׁ־עִבְ י
ֵמ ֶאחָיו׃

Some time after that, when Moses had grown up, he went out to his kinsfolk and
witnessed their oppression. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his
kinsmen.

and witnessed their oppression
Moses did not search the sins of Israel. Even though they were worshippers of false
idols, he didn’t see that at all. Rather ‘he saw their oppression’ - he saw the pain of
Israel.
-

Ad”mor Rabbi Aharon Rokeach of Belz (1880-1957)

Isaiah 12:2
הִ נֵּה אֵ ל י ְשׁוּעָ תִ י אֶ בְטַ ח ו ְ א אֶ פְ חָ ד כִּי־עָ זִּי וְזִמְ ָרת י ָהּ י ְהו ָה וַי ְהִ י־לִי לִישׁוּעָ ה׃
Behold the God who gives me triumph! I am secure and I will not fear; For Yah the
LORD is my strength and might, And God has been my deliverance.”

The goal of security is easy enough to achieve, moreso than a level of fear, that this is
much higher.

-

Arveh Nachal, R’ David Solomon Eibenschutz (1755-1818, Soroka,
Palestine)

And also Moses our teacher said ‘For Yah is my strength and might’ (not including )ה׳.
Why is the full name of God not invoked? Because Isaiah speaks of the future, as he
says ‘when God is one and God’s name is one.’ God is whole and God’s throne is
whole. And thus the full name of God (Y-H-V-H) is invoked.

-

Tzemach Hashem LeTzvi, Rabbi Tvzi Hirsh of Nadavorna, (1740-1802),
student of the Maggid of Mezherich

Jeremiah 23:29
(הֲ לוֹא כ ֹה דְ ב ִָרי כָּאֵ שׁ נְאֻ ם־י ְהו ָה וּכְפַ טִּ ישׁ י ְפֹצֵץ סָ לַע׃ )ס
Behold, My word is like fire—declares the LORD—and like a hammer that shatters rock!

Fire burns all material things and makes them into nothing. And by this they return to
their origin and their root. So too ‘words’ - this is the Torah. They burn all materialism
and corporeality in a person, and return them to their root.

-

Torat Avot, Rabbi Sholom Noach Berezovsky of Slonim (1911-2000)

Fire has two uses: it puts off light, and it burns. So too ‘words’ - they can illuminate, by
the fulfillment of 248 positive commandments. And God forbid, fire burns, on account of
365 negative commandments.

-

Sefat Emet, Tetzaveh

Psalm 118:5
מִ ן־הַ מֵּ צַר קָ ָראתִ י יָּהּ עָ נָנִי בַמֶּ ְרחָ ב י ָהּ׃
In distress I called on the LORD; the Lord answered me and brought me relief.

From the straits (distress) I called to Yah; God answered me and brought me to
the expanses (relief)

The Baal Shem Tov explained: this reading needs to be - not only did God bring me out
from the distress, rather “from the straits” themselves was the flowering of redemption.

-

Sefat Emet, Rabbi Yehuda Leib Alter of Ger

Just as the Creator, Blessed Be is Ain Sof - without end, so too God’s Divine aspects
are without end. Thus at the time of the creation of the world, God needed to tzimtzum -

restrict God’s characteristics. Thus when those aspects were extended downward into
the world, they expanded to the point that they arrive in great lovingkindness and great
goodness to all. And this is what it says “From the straits I called to you”, that there was
the source and the root. And you answer to me from the expanses.

-

Kedushat Levi, Rabbi Levi Yitzhok of Berdichev

